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A SERMON againſt Evil-Speaking. 


By His Grace , 
TOAHN, late Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. + 


/ 


TIT. IIL. 2. 
To ſpeak evil of no man. 


Eneral Perſuaſives to Repentance and a good 
Lifg, and Invectives again{ Sin and Wick- 
edneſs at large, are certainty of good uſe 
ro recommend Religion and Virtue, and 
ro expoſe rhe deformity an41 danger of a 

Vicious courfe. Bur it muſt be acknowledged on the 

other Rand, thar theſe general Diſcourſes do not fo im- 

mediately tend to reform the Lives of men : Becauſe 

they fall among the Croud, bur do nor touch rhe Con- 

{ciences of particular Pertons' in ſo ſenſible and awaken- 

ing a manner as when we treat of parcicular Dunes and 

Sins, and endeavour to put -men upon the practice of 

the-one, and toreclaim them from the other, by proper 

Arguments taken from the Word of Ged, and ſrom rhe 

nature of particular Vertues and Vices. 

The general way 1s, as if a Phylician, inſtead of ap- 
plying parcicular Remedies ro the Diitemper of his Pa- 
tient, ſhould entertain him with a long difcourſe of Diſ- 
eaſes in general, and of the plcalure and advantages 
of Health z; and earneltly pertuade him ro be- well ; 
withour raking his particular Diſeate into conlideration, 
and preſcribing Remedies for tr. I 4 

Bur if we would effectually reform men, we mult rake 
ro task the great and common ditorders of their Lives, 
and repreient their faults ro them in tfuch a manner as 
may convince them 'of the evil and danger of them, 
and put them upon the endeavour of a cure. 

312 <c this end I have pitched upon one of the com- 
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mon and reigning Vices of the Age, Calumny and Evit- | 


ſpeaking ; by which men contract fo much guilt ro chem: | 


iclves, and create {o much trouble to others : And from 


which, it is to be feared, few or none are wholly tree. * 


For who « he, (aith the Son of Sirach, that hath not of- 
ended with by tongue ? Ecclus. 19. 16. In many things, 
laith St. Fames, James 3. 2. we offend all : And if any 
man offend not m word, the ſame us a perfet man. 


Burt how few have atrain'd to this Perfection > And 


yet unleſs we do endeavour after ir, and in tome good 
meaſure attain ir, all our pretence to Religion is vain : So 


the ſame Apr/#e tells us, James 1. 26. If any man amon? 


you ſeemeth to be religious, and bridleth not I tongue, but 
decerveth by own heart, that man's Religion us vain. 

For the more diltin& handling ot this Argument, I 
ſhall reduce my Diſcourſe ro thele Five Heads. 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Nature of this Vice, and 
wherein 1t conlfilts. | 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider the due extent of this Prohi- 
bition, To ſpeak evil of no man. | 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew the Evil of this practice, both in | 


the Cayſes and Effets of it. 

Fourthly, I ſhall add ſome further Conſiderations to 
diſſuade men from it. 

Fifthly, 1 ſhall give ſome Rules and Directions for the 
prevention and cure of it. 


I. I ſhall conſider what this Sin or Vice of evil ſpeaking, 
here forbidden by the Apoſtle, is : wid\'va Enacqnuay, nut 
to defame and flander any man, net to hurt hy reputation, 
as the Etymology of the word doth import. So that this 
Vice conlitts 1n ſaying things of others which trend ro 
their diſparagement and reproach, to the taking away vor 
. leflening of their Repuration and good Name. And this, 
whether the things 1aid berruc or nor. It they be fallc, 
and we know ir, then it 1s down-right Calumny ; and it 
we do nor know 1r, bur zake 1t upon the report of others, 


It is however a Slander ; and ſo much the more injurious, ' 


becaule really groundleſs and undeſerved. 
It the thing be true, and we know it to be ſo, yer ir 


is a defamation, and tends to the prejudice of our ne:gh- 
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A Sermon againſt Evil-lpeaking. 5 
bour's reputation : And ir is a faulr ro fay the evil of 
others which is true, unleſs there be ſome good reatfon 
for it beſides : Becauſe it is contrary to that charity and 
goodneſs which Chriſtianity requires, to divulge the faulrs 
of others, though they be really guilty of them, withour 
necefliry or {ome other. very good realon for 1t. 

Again, Ir is Boil ſpeaking and the Vice condemn'd in 
the Text, whether we be the firſt Authors of an ill Re- 
port, or relate it from others; becauſe the man thar is 
evil ſpoken of is equally defam'd enther way. 

Again, Whether we ſpeak evil of a man to his face, or 
behind his back : The former way indeed feems ro be 
the more generous, bur yet is a great Fault, and that which 
we call Reviling : The latter is more mean and bate, and 
that which we properly call S/2nder or Backbiting. 

And Laſtly, Whether ir be done directly and in ex- 
preſs rexms, or more obſcurely and by way of oblique 
inſinuation ; whetffer by way of down-right reproach, 
or with ſome crafty preface of commendation : For to 
it have the effect ro defame, the manner of addreſs does 
not much alter the caſe : The one may be more dex- 
trous, bur is not one jor leſs faulty : For many times the 
deepeſt Wounds are given by theſe {moother and more 
artiicial ways of Slander ; as by asking queitions, Have 
you not heard ſo and ſo of ſuch a man ? I ſay no more, I only 
ash the queſtion : Or by general intimations, that they are 
loth to Jay what they have heard of ſuch a one, are very ſorry 
for it, and do not at all believe it, if you will believe them: 
And this many times without telling the thing, bur lea- 
ving you in the dark to ſuſpect the worlt. 

Theſe and luch like Arts, though they may ſeem ro be 
tenderer and gentler' ways of uſing mens reputation, yet 
in rruth they are the mo!t malicious and effectual me- 
thods of Slander ; becaule they infinuate ſomerhing rhat 
is much worle thau is {aid, and yet are very apt to create 
in unwary men a ttrong belief of ſomething thar is very 
bad, rhough they know nor what it is. So that it mat- 
ters not in what taſhion a Slander is dreſs d up, if irtend 
to defame a man and to diminiſh his Repurarion, it is 
the Sin forbidden in the Text. 

II. We will coalider the extent of this Prohibition to 
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ſpeak evil of no man ; and the due bounds and limitations 
of it, For it is nct to be underſtood abſolutely, ro for- 
bid us to fay any thing concerning others that is bad. 
This in ſome caſes may be neceſſary and our duty, and 
in ſeveral caſes very fit and reaſonable. The Queſtion 
1s, In whar Caſes by the general Rules of Scripture and 
right Reaſon we are warranted to ſay the evil of others 
that 1S rrue ? 

In general, we are not to do this without great reaſon 
and neceflity ; as, for the prevention of ſome great evil, 
or the procuring of ſome confiderable good to our ſelves, 
or others. And this 1 rake to be the meanjng of that ' 
advice of the Son of Sirach, Eccl. 19. 8. Whether it be to 
a friendor a foe, talk not of other mens lives ; and -if thou 
canſt without offende, reveal them not ; that is, if without hurr 
r any body rhou cantt conceal them, divulge them nor. 

Bur becauſe this may nor be directign ſuFcienr, *1 (hall 
in{tance in ſome of the principal Cales wherein men: are 
warranted to ſpeak evil of others, and yer in {o doing do 
not offend again{t rhis Prohibirion in the Text. 

Firſt, It 1s not only lawful, bur very commendable, 
and many times our duty ro do this in order to the pro- 
bable amendment of the perſon of whom evil is {poken. 
In ſuch a caſe we may tell a man of his faults privately ; 
or where 1t may nor be ſo fit for us to ule that bolanels 
and freedom, we may reveal his faults ro one who is 
more fit and proper tro reprove him, and will probably 
make no other ule of this diſcovery bur in order to his 
amendmgnt. And this is fo far from being a breach ot 
Charity, thatir is one of the bet reſtimonies of it. For 
perhaps the party may not be guilry of whar hath been 
reported of him, and then ir is a kindneſs to give him rhe 
opportunity of vindicating himſelf: Or it he be guilty, 
perhaps being privately and prudently rold of it he may 
reform. In this Caſe the Son of Sirach adviſcth ro re- 
veal mens faults ; Ecclus. 19. 13, 14, 15. Admoniſh a 
friend, ſays he, it may bs he hath not done it ; and if be 
bawe done it, that he do it no more : Admoniſh a friend, it 
may be he hath not ſaidit ; and if be have, that he ſpeak 
zt not again : Admoniſh a friend, for many times it us 4 
Nander ; and believe not every tale. B 
f | . PUT 
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But then we muſt rake care that this be done our of 
kindneſs, and that nothing of our own paſſion be min- 
gled with ir; and that under pretence of reproving and 
reforming men, we do not reproach and revile them, 
and tell them of rheir faults in fuch a manner as if we 
did ir ro ſhew our Authority rather than our Charity. Ir 
requires a great dcal of addrels and gentle application fo 
ro manage the bulineſs of Reproof, as not to irritate and 
exa(perate the perſon whom we reprove, "inſtead of cu- 
ring him. | 

Secondly, This likewiſe is not only lawful, bur our du- 

, When weare legally called ro bear witneſs concern- 
ing the faulr and crime of another. A good man would 
not be an accuſer, unleſs the publick good, or the pre- 
vention of ſome great evil ſhould Fequire ir. And rhen 
the plain reaſon of the thing will ſufficiently juſtifie a vo- 
luntary accuſation : otherwiſe it hath always among well- 
manner'd People been eſteemed very odipus for a man to, 
be officious in this kind, and a forward Informer con- - 
cerning the miſdemeanors of others. Mazzſtrates may 
ſomerimes think-ir fit to give encouragement to ſuch per- 
ſons, and to ſer one bad man to catch another, becauſe 
ſuch men are fitteſt for ſuch dirty work : Bur they can 
never inwardly approve them, nor will they ever make * 
them their friends and contidents. 

Bur when a man is call 'd ro give reſtimony in this kind 
in obedience ro the Laws, and our of reverence to rhe 
Oarh taken in ſuch Caſes, he is fo far from deſerving 
blame for ſo doing, that ir would be an unpardonable 
faulr in him to conceal the rruth, or any part of it. 

Tyirdly, It is lawful to publiſh the faults of orhers in 
our own neceſſary defence and vindication. When a man 
cannot conceal another's faults withour berraying his own 
innocency, no charity requires a man to ſutfer himſelf ro 
be defamed to fave the repuration of another man. Cha- 
rity begins at home ; and though a man had never {o much 
goodnels, he would firtt ſecure his own good name, and 
then be concern'd for orher mens. We are to love our 
neighbour as our ſelves ; - (o that the love of our ſelves is 
the Rule and Meaſure of our love to our neighbour : And 


therefore firs,” otherwiſe it could not be the Rule. And ir 
| | Ga. would 
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would be very well for the World, if our Charity would 
ric thus high ; and no man would hurt another man's 
reputation, bur where his own 1s 1n real darger. 

Fourt{ly, This allo is lawſul for caution and warning 
to a tiurd perion, that is in danger to be infected by the 
company, or illexample.of anorher ; or may be-gieatly 
prejudiced by repoling roo much confidence in him , 
hivug no knowledge or {u{picion of his bad qualiries :; 
Bur even 11 this cale we oughr to take great care rhat 
the 11] character we give of any man be ipread no further 
than 1s necetlary ro rhe good end we deiigned 1n it. 

Beſides theſe more obyious and remarkable Caſes, this 
Prohibition doch not 1 think hinder, but that in ordinary 
converſation men may mention thar ill of others which 
is already made as publick as it well can be : Or rhar 
one friend may not in freedom ſpeak to another of rhe 
nulcarciage of a third perion, where he is ſecure no ill 
ulg will be made of ir, and that it will go no further to 
h& prejudice : Provided always, that we take nodelighr 
in hearirg or ſpeaking 111 of others : And the leſs we go 
it, though without any malice or deſign of harm, {till 
the better ; becauic rF15 ſhews that we do nor feed upon 
11] reports, and take pleaſure 1n them. 

Theſe are the uſual Caſes in which it may be neceſſary 
for us to {peak evil of other men. Ard thele are fo evi- 
dently reaionable that the Proibiuon in the Text cannor 
with reaſon be extended to thetn, And if ny man would 
allow himlelf ro ſay any thing ro the prejudice of ano- 
ther man's good name, bur in rheſe and the like Caſes, 
the rongues of men would be very innocent, and the 
World would be very quicr. I proceed in the 

- Hd. place, ro conlider the evil of this prattice, both in 
the Cauſes and the Conſequences of 1t. 

Firſt, We will conlider the Carſes of 1. And it com- 
moniy iprings from one or more ot thele evil Roots. 

Firſt, One of the deepett and mo:i common Cauſes of 
evil ſpeakint, is ill natwre and cruelty of diſpolition : And 
by a gencral mii:ake, [7 nature paitſerh for M7, as Ciun- 
ing doth for Wiſdem; tho' in truth they are nothing a-ckin 
to one another, bur as far diſtant as Vice and Vertyue. 

And there is no greater eyidence of the bad temper of 


Man: 
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Mankind, than the general proneneſs of men to this Vice. 
For (as our Saviour 1ays) our of the abundance of the beart 
the mouth ſpeaketh. And therefore men do commonly in- 
cline to the cenſorious and uncharitable fide : which thews 
humane Nature to be itrangely dutorted from. irs origi- q 
ral rectirude and innocency. The Wir of man doth more h 
naturally vent it ſelf in Szzyr and Cenſure, than in Praiſe 
and Panezyrick, When men fer themſelves ro commend, 
it comes hardly from them, and not without great force» 
and {training ; and if any thing be fitly ſaid in that kind, 
ic doth hardly reliſh with moit men : Bur in the way of 
Invetive, the Invention of men is a plentiful and never- 
failing Spring ; And this kind of Wir is not more ealic 
than 1t is acceptable : Ir is greedily entertained and great- 
ly applauded, and every man 1s glad to hear others abu- 
ied, nor cgnlidering how ſoon it may come to his own 
rurn to lie down, and make ſport for others. 

To ſpeak evil of others, is almolt become the general 
enterrainment of all Companies : And the great and {e- 
rious buſineſs of moſt Mectings and Vitits, after the ne- 
cellary Ceremonies and Complements are over, is to 1it 
down and back-bite all the World. *Tis the Sawce of 
Converlarion, and all Difcourſe is counted bur flat and. 
dull, which hath nor ſomething of piquancy and ſharpneſs 
1n 1: againſt ſome body. For men generally love rather 
ro hear evil of others than good, and are lecretly pleas'd 
with 11] reports, and drink them in with greedinels and 
delight ; though art the ſame time rhey have ſo much Ju- 
{tice, as to hate thole that propagate them ; and ſo much 
Wir, as to conclude that thele very perlions will do the 
{ame for them in another Place and Company. 

Bur eſpecially, if it concerns one of another Party, and 
thar Citfers from us in matrers of Religion; in this Cale, 
all Parties {ecia to be agreed that they do God great ſer- 
vice 10 blalting the Repctation of their Adverſaries : 
And tho' they all pretend to be Chriſtians, and the Di/- 
ciples of Him who taught nothing bur kindnef, 21d meek- 
neſs, qa; yer it 15 {trange to lee with what a ſalvage 
and murderous dilpotiton they will jlie at one anothers 
Repuration, and tear it in pieces : And whatever orher 
Scruples they may have, they make nope to beſparrer one 

another 
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another in the moſt bitter and ſlanderous*manner. 

Bur if they hear any good of their Adverlaries, with 
what nicety and caution do they receive it * how many 
objections do they raiſe againſt it > and with what cold- 
neſs do they at laſt admir it ? I: 25 very well, ſay they, 
af is be true ;- T ſhall be glad to hear it confirm'd TI never 
heard ſo much good of him before. Tou are a good man your 
felf, but have a care you be not deceived. 

Nay it is well, if to balance rhe matter, and ſer things 
even, they do not clap ſome infirmity and faulr into the 
other Scale, that ſo the Enemy may nor go oft with fly- 
ing Colours. 

Bur on the' other ſide, every man 1s a good and ſub- 
ftanrial Author of an ill Report. I do not apply this to 
any one ſort of men, tho” all are to blame in this way ; 
Thacos intra muros fn: & extra. To ſpeak impar- 
rially, the Zealots of all Parties have got a ſcuryy Trick of 
lying for the Truth. 

Bur of all ſorts of People, I have obſerved the Prizſts 
and Bigots of the Church of Rome to be the ableſt in this 
way, and to have the ſtrongelt Faith for a luſty Falſhood 
and Calumny. Others will bandy a fatſe Reporr, and 
rols ir from one hand ro another ; bur I never kgew any 
that would ſo hug a Lye, and be fo very fond of ir. 
They ſeem to be deſcribed by St. Foln in that expreſſion 
in the Revelation, Moſoever loveth and maketh a he. 

Another ſhrewd 6go that 2{ nature lies ar the root of 
this Vice is, that we eafily forger the good rhar is ſaid of 
others, and ſeldom make mention of it ; bur the contrary 
{ticks with us, and lies uppermolt in our memories, and 
is ready ro come our upon all occaſions : And which is 
yet more ill-natur'd and unjuſt, many times when we 
do not believe it our ſelves we tell it ro others, with this 
charirable Caution, That we hope it 15 not true. Bur in the 
mean time we give it our Pafi, and venture 1t ro take irs 
forrunc ro be believed or not, according to the charity 
of rhote into whoſe hands it comes. 

Secondly, Another Cauſe of the commonneſs of this 
Vice is, that many are ſo bad rhemflves, in one kind or 
other. For to think and ſpeak ill of orhers is not only a 
bad thing, but a fign of a bad man, Our Bleſſed Saviour, 

| ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of the evil of the laſt days, gives this as the rea- 
* fon of the grear decay of Chariry among men ; Becagſe- 
iniquity ſhall abound, the Love of many ſhall wax cold, Mar. 
24.12, When menare bad themſelves, they are glad of 
any opportunity ro cenſure orhers, and are always apr 
to ſuſpect thar evil of other men which rhey know by 
themſelves. They cannot have a gaod opinion of them- 
ſelves, and therefore are very unwilling to have fo of any 
body elſe; and for this realon they endeavour to bring 
men to a level, hoping it wiil be {ome juſtification of 
chem, if rhey can bur render others as bad as themſelves. 

Thirdly, Another ſource of this Vice is Malice and Re- 
venge. When men are in Hear and Pafſion they do nor 
conlider 'what is true, bur whar. is ſpiteful and miſchie- 
vous ; and ſpeak evil of others in revenge of ſome injury 
which they have received from them : And when they 
are blinded by their Paflions, they lay abour them madly 
and ara vemure, not much caring whether theevil they - 
ſpeak be true or not. Nay, many are fo Deviliſh as to 
invent and raiſe falſe Reports on purpoſe to blait mens 
Repuration. This is 8 Dizabolical remper, and therefore 
St. Fames tells us, that the flanderous Tongue x ſet on fire 
of Hel! : And rhe Devil hath his very Name from Calum- 
ny and falſe Acculation ; and it is his Nature roo, forthe 
is always ready to ftir up and foment this evil ſpirit 
among men : Nay, the Scripture tells us, that he hath 
the malice and impudence ro accuſ2 good men before 
God ;* as he dil Fob, charging him with Hypocrifie ro 
God himſelf ; F/o, he knows, does know the hearts of a!l 
the children of men. 

Fourthly, Another Cauſe of evil {peaking is Envy. Men 
look wirtr an evil eye upon the good rhar 15 in others, and 
think that rheir Repuration ob{cures them, and that rherr 
commencable qualities do ſtand in thezr hghr ; and there- 
fore they do what they can to calt a clzud over them, 
that the bright ſhining of their Verrues may not ſcorch 
them. This makes them greedily ro entertain, and indattri- 
ouſly ro pabliſn any thing that may ſerve to that purpoſe, 
thereby to raiſe themſelves upon the Ruins of other mens 
Repuration : And therefore as ſoon as they have got an 
zl * 1 06 of any good man by the end, ro work they pre- 
tently 
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ſently go to ſend it abroad by the firſt Po? : For the ſtring 
15 always ready upon their Bow to ler fly this Arrow with 
an incredible ſwiftneſs, rhrough Czty and Conntry; for 
fear the innocent man's juſtification ſhould over-rake ir. 

Fifthly, Another Cauſe of evil-ipeaking is Impertinence 
and Curioſity ; an itch of ralking and medling in the af- 
fairs of other men, which do no wiſe concern rhem. Some 
perſons love ro mingle themſelves in all buiinels, and are 
loth ro ſeem ignorant of ſo important a piece of News as 
the faults and follies of men, or any bad thing rhart is ralk'd 
of in good Company. And therefore they do with great 
Care pick up il{ Stories, as good marter of diſcourſe 1n rhe 
next Company that is worthy of chem : And this perhaps 
nor our of any great malice, but forwant of ſomething ber- 
rer to talk of, and becauſe rheir Parts lte chiefly rhat way. 

Laſtly, Men do this many times our of wantonneſi, and 
fcr diverſion. So little do light and vain men contider, thar 
a mat's Repuracion is roo great and render a Concerninent 
ro be jeſted wirhal; and rhar a flanderous Tongue bites /ihe 
a Serpent, and wounds like a Sword. For what can be more 
barbarous, next to ſporting with a man's Life, than to 
play with his Honour and Reputation, which ro ſme 
men 1s dearer to them than their Lives ? 

It is a cruel pleaſure which ſome men rake in worry- 
ing the Repuration of others much better than themiclves ; 
and this only to divert themſelves and rhe Company. 
Solomon compares this ſorr of men to diltracted pertons ; 
As a mad man, laith he, who cafteth fire-brands, arrows, and 
death, ſo is the man that deceiveth his neighbour ; the LXX 
render it, So is the man that defameth by neighbour, and 
faith, Am I net in ſport 2 Such, and fo bad are the Caulcs 
of this Vice. I proceed to conſider 1n the 

Second plact, the ordinary, bur very pernicious Conſe- 
guences and Effetts of it ; both ro Others, and to our Selves, 

Firſt, To Others; the Parties | mean that areſlander@, 
To them it is certainly a great $njwy, and commonly a 
high Provocaticn, but always martter of no {wall grief and 
trouble to them. 

Ir is certainly a great jury, and if the evil which we 
fay of them be nor true, 4c is an injury beyond imagina- 


ron, and beyond all poitible reparation. And though we 
: thoyld 
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fhould do our urmoſt endeavour afterwards towards theic 
« Vindication, yer that makes bur very little amends ; be- 
- cauſe the Vindication f:ldom reacherh fo far as the Re- 
proach, and becauſe commonly men are neirher ſo forward 
to ſpread the Vindication, nor 1s it ſo eaſily received after 
ill impreflions are once made. The folcirous Vindication 
* of a man's (elf is, atthe beit, bur an after-game ; and for 
the molt part a man had berrer fir (till, than ro run the 
hazard of making the matrer worſe by playing it. 
1 will add one thing more, That 1644s an Injury that 
deſcends to a man s Children and Polterk - becauſe the 
$,00d or ill Name of the Father is derived down to them ; 
and many times the belt rhing he hath tro leave them is 
* the Repurartion of his: unblemiſhd Virtue and Worth : 
And do we make no Conſcience to rob his innocent Chil- 
dren of rhe belt part of this ſmall Patrimony, and of all rhe 
kindneſs that would have been done them for their Fa- 
thers ſake, if his Reputation had not been ſo undelerved- 
ly {tain'd ? Is ir no Crime by the breach of ovr mouth ar 
once to blaſt a man's Reputation, and to ruin his Chil- 
dren, perhaps to all Polterity > Can we make a jeſt of 
{o ſerious a matter ? Of an Injury fo very hard to be re- 
pented of as ir oighr, becauſe in tuch a Caſe no Repen- 
rance Will be acceptable withour- Reſtirurion, if ir be in 
our power. And perhaps will undous in this World to 
make ir; and if we do it nor, will be our Ruin in the other. 
I will put the Caſe art the beſt, char the marter of the 
Slander-is true; yer no man's Reputation 1s contiderably 
{tained, tho* never todelervedly, withour great harm and 
damage to him. And iris great edds,bur the macter, by pal- 
ling through ſeveral hands,is aggravated beyond trurh,eve-+ 
ry one our of his bounty being apt ro add tomething to ir. 
Bur, belides the Iury, it 15 commonly a very high 
Provocation. And the con!equence of that may be as bad 
as we can imagine, and may end in dangerous and det- 
perate Quarrels. "This reaſon the wite Son of $zrach gives 
why we ſhonld defame ny man : Hhether it be, ſays he, 
toa friend or to a foe, talk not of other mens lives. For be 
hath beard and dbjerved thee, Eccluſ. 159. $8, 9. thar 1s, one 
way or other it will probably come to his knowledge, 
and when the time cometh he will ſhew 35s hatred ; that 1s, he 
Will take rhe tirlt opportunity to revenge 1. Ar 
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Ar the belt, iris always martrer of Gr:ef to the perſor 
that is defam'd : And Chriſtianity, which is the beſt natur d 
Inſtitution in the World, forbids us the doing of thoſe 
things whereby we may grieve one another. A man's good 
name is a tender thing, and a wound there ſinks deep into 
the ſpirit even of a wiſe and good man : And the more 
innocent any man is in this kind, the more ſenſible is he 
of this hard uſage ; becauſe he never treats others lo, 
nor is he conſcious ro himſelf that he hath deſerved ir. 

Secondly, The Conſequences of this Vice” are as bad or 
worle to our ſelves. Whoever is wont to ſpeak evil of _ 
others, gives a bad character of himſelf, even to rhole® 
whom he delires to pleaſe ; who, if they be wiſe enough, 
w1!l conclude that he ſpeaks of them ro others, as he does 
of others ro them : And were ir not for that fond par- 
ualiry which men have for themſelves, no man could be 
fo blind as nor to ſee this. 

Andr 1s very well worthy of our conſideration, which 
our Saviour ſays in this very Cale, That with what mea- 
Jure we meet to others, it ſhall be meaſured to us again, Maz.7. 
and that mahy times heaped up, and rwming over. For there 
is hardly any thing wherein Mankind do uſe more {trict 
juſtice and equality, than 7 rendering evil for evil, and 
railing for railing. 

Nay, Revenge often goes further than Words. A re- 
proachful and {landerous Speech hath colt many a man 
a Duel, and tm thar the loſs of his own Life, or the Mur- 
rher of another, perhaps with the loſs of his own Soul : 
And I have ofcen wonder'd that among Chriſtians this 
marter 1s 00 more laid ro hearr. £6. 

And tho' neither of theſe great miſchiefs ſhould happen 
to us, yer this may be inconvenient enough many other 
ways. For no mana knows in the chance of things, and the 
nm:ability of humane affairs, whoſe kindneſs and good- 
will he may come to ſtand in need of befoie hedies. So 
thar did a man ouly conſult his own fafery and quier, he 
ought to refrain from evi/ ſpeaking. What man s he, faith 
the Pſalmiſt, that deſireth life, and loveth many days, that 
he nfty fee good: Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from 
Speaking falſhood, Plal. 34. 12, 13. | 

Bur there is an intinircly greater Danger banging over 
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us from God. If we allow our ſelves in this evil practice, 
all our Religion is good for nothing. So St. Fames exprelly 
rells us, If any man among eu ſcemeth to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, that man's 
Religion is vain, Jam. 1.26.. And St. —_— Slangerers and 
Rewlers amonglit thoſe that ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. And our Bleſſed Saviour hath told us, T hat by our words 
we ſhall be juſtified, and by our words we ſhall be condemmed, 
1 Cor. 6. 10. -To which I will add the counſel given us 
by the Miſe man, ; your tongue from back biting, for 
there is no word ſo ſecret that ſhall go for nought, and the 
mouth that flandereth flayeth the Soul, Wildom of Solo- 
mon, C. 1. v. 11. 1 proceed in the 

I'Vrth place, ro add ſome further Arguments and Conſide- 
rations to take men off from thu Vice : AS, 

Firſt, Thar the ule of Speech is a peculiar Prerogarive 
of Man above other Creatures, and beftowed npon him 
for ſome exccllent end and purpoſe : "Thar by this Faculty 
we might communicate our thoughts more eaſily ro one 
another, and conſult rogether for our mutual comfort and 
benefit : Nor ro enable us ro be hurtful and injurious, bur 
t-Ipful and beneficial ro one anorher. The P/a/mift, as by 
Interpreters is generally taought, calls our Tox2ue our Glory; 
therewith we praiſe God and bleſi Men. Now to bleſf is to 
{peak well of any, and ro wifi them well. So thar we per- 
vert the ule of Speech, and turn our ploy into ſhame, when 
we abuſe this Faculty to the injury and reproach of any. 

Secondly, Conlider how cheap a kindnels it is ro ſpeak 
well, at leal(t notto ſpeak ill of any. A good word is an ea- 
fie obligarion, bur not to ſpeak ul requires only 'our Si- 
lence, which coſts us nothing Some initances ot Charicy 
are chargeable, as to relieve the wants and nece:{ines of 
others : The expence dererrs many from this kind of Cha- 
rity. Bur werea man never {o coverous,' he might afford 
another man his good word ; at lealt he might retrain 
from ſpeaking 1ll of him ; eſpecially if it be contider'd how 
dear many have paid tor a {landercus and reproachtul word 

Thirdly, Conhtider that no quality doth o: dinarily re- 
commend one more to the favour and good will of men, 
than io be. free from this Vice. Every-one delires fuck 2 
man's friendſhip, and 1s apt to repole a great trutt and 
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confidence in him : And when he is dead, men will praiſe 
him ; and next to Piety rowards God, and Righreoutnels 
ro Men, nothing is thonghra more ſignificant commen- 
dation, than that he was never, or very rarely, heard ro 
ſpeak ill of any. Ir wasa fingular Character of a Roman 
Gentleman, Neſcivit quid eſſet maledicere, He knew not what 
it was to give any man an ill word. 

Fourthly, Ler every man lay his hand upon his hearr, - 
and conſider how himſelf 1s apr ro be aftected with this 
ulage. Speak thy Conſcience Man, and fay whether, as 
bad as thou arr, rhou would(t nor be glad ro haveevery 
man's, elpecially every good man's good word 2 And ro 
have thy faults conceal'd, and nor ro be hardly ſpoken of, 
tho'it may be nor altogether wirhour truth, by thoſe whom 
thou didit never oftend by word or deed ? But with whar 
face or reaſon dolt rhou expeCt rhis from others, tro whom 
thy carriage hath been fo contrary ? Nothing ſurely is 
more equal and reaſonable than that known Rule, Hat 
thou wouldſt have no man do to thee, that do thou tono man. 

Fifthly, When you are going to ſpeak reproachfully of 
others,conlider whether you do nor lie open to jult reproach 
inthe l2me, or ſome other kind. Therefore give no Occa- 
tion, no Example of this barbarous uſage of one another. 

There are very few (0 innocent and tree either from ins ' 
firmiries or greater faults, as nor ro be obnox1ous to re- 
proach upon one account or other ; even the witeit, and 
molt virtuous, and molt pertect among men have ſome 
little vanity, or affectation, which lays them open tu the 
railery of a mimical and malicious Wir : Therefore we 
thould ofren rurn our rhonghts upon our ſelves, and look 
into that part of the Fallet which men commonly fling 
over their ſhoulders and keep behind them, thar they may 
not fee their own Faults : And when we have fcarched 
rhar well, ler us remember our Saviour s Rule, He that 1 
without fin, let him caſt the firſt ſtone. 

Laſtly contider, That it is in many Caſes as great a Cha- 
rity ro conceal the evil you hear and know of orhers, as if 
you relieved rhem in a grear necetiry. And we think hin 
a hard-hearred man that wi!l not beitow a {mall Alms up- 
on one in great want. Ir isan excellent Advice which the 


S6n ol Szrach giyes to this purpole ; Tak not of other mens 
lzves ; 
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lives: Tf thou haſt heard a word, let it die with thee ; and be 
bold it will not burſt thee, Ecclus. 19. to. TI thall in the | 

Vth and laſt place, gives ſome Rules and Diretions for | 
the prevention and cnre of this great evil among men. 

Firft, Never ſay any evil of any man, but what you certain- 
ly now. When ever you polinvely accule and endite any 
man of any Crime,tho' ir be in private and among Friends, 
{peak as if you were upon your Oath, becauſe God ſees 
and hears you. This not only Charicy, bur Jufticeand re- 
gardto truth do demand of us. He thar eafily credirs an 
211 Report is almoit as faulty as the firit invemer of it. 
For tho' you do not make, yer you commonly propagate 
a Lye. "Therefore never ſpeak evil of ariy upon common 
Fame, which for the molt part is falſe, bur almoſt always 
uncertain whether it be rrue or not. 

Not bur thar it is a faulr, in molt Caſes, to report the 
evilof men which is true, and which we certainly know 
to be 5 : Bur if cannot prevail to make men wholly 
:0 abſtain from this fault, I would be glad ro compound 
with ſome Perſons, and to gain this point of them how- 
ever; becauſe i would retrench nine parts in ten of the 
evil ſpeaking that is in the World. < 

Secondly, Before you ſpeak evil of any man, conlidet 
whether he hath nor obliged you by ſome real kindneſs, 
and then 1t is a bad return to ipeak ill of hins who hath 
done us good. Contider allo, whether you may not come 
hereafter ro be acquainted with hm, rejared to him, or 
obliged by him whom you have thus injured ? And how 
will you then be aſhamed when you refteCt upon it, and 
perhaps have reafonallo to believe that he ro who.n you 
have done this Injury is not ignotant of ir ? ib 

Conſider likewiſe, wherher in the change of hamane 
affairs, you may not ſome time or orher come to itand in 
need of his favour ; and how incapable this carriage of 
yours towards him will render you of tt? And whetnet 
x may not be in his power to revenge a ſpiteful and 
neediets word by a ſhrewd wrn ?. So that if a man made 
ho conlcience of hurting others, yer he thould in pru-: 
denee have ſome conlidcratioa of himiclt. ID PO” 

Thirdly, Let us accuiiom our felves ro pity tlic Faults 
of men, atrd to be truly ſorry tor chem, and rhen we ha't 
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rake no pleaſure in publiſhing rhem. And this common 
Humanity requires of us, contlidering the great infirmities 
'of humane Narure, and that we our {elves allo are liable ' 
ro be rempred : Conſidering likewile, how ſevere a Pu- 
niſhmenr every fault and miſcarriage 1s to it (elf ; and 
how terribly it expoſcth a man ro rhe wrath of God, 
borh in this World and the other. He is not a good Clr7- 
ft:an, rhar is nor heartily forry for the faults even of his * 
grcateſt enemies; and if he be lo, he will ifcover them 
no further than 1s ncceſlary to lome good cnd. 

Fourthly, When ever we hear any man cvil-tpoken of, 
if we know any good of him ler us lay that. Ir is always 
the more humane and the more honourable part ro ſtand ' 
up in the defence and vindicatiun of others, than to ac- 
cule and belpatter them. Poſſibly rke good you heard of 

- them may nor be true, bur it 15 much more probable that 
tha evil which you have hear of them 1s not trus nc1- 
ther : However, it is better to prel*cye the Credit of a 
bad man, than to ſtain the Reputation cf rhe innocenr. 
And it there were any need that a man ſoul! be evils 
ſpoken of, it is bur fair and equal rhat his good and bad 
Qualities ſhould be mention d rogerher ; orherwile he 
may be (trangely miſrepreſented ; and an inditterent 
Man may be made a Monſter. 

They rhar will obſerve nothing in a Wiſe man, but 
his over-fighrs and follies ; nothing in a Good man, bur 
his failings and infirmities ; may make a ſhift ro render a 
very wile and good man very deſpicable. If one ſhould 
heap rogether all rhe paflionate Speeches, all the froward 
and imprudent Actions of the belt man ; all thar he had 
laid or done amils in his whole Life, and preſent it all ar 
one view, concealing his Wiſdom and Verrtues ; rhe man 
in this Diſguiſe would look like a Mad man or a Fury. And 
yer if his Life were fairly repreſented, and jult in the (ame | 
manner it was led ; and his many and great Virtues ler 
over-againit his failings and infirmitics, he would appear 
to all the World ro bean admirable and excellent Perion. 
Bur how many and great ſoever any man's il1(Qualiries are, 

itis bur juſt that with all this heavy load of faulrs he ſhould 
have the due praiſe of the few real Virtues that arc in him. 

Fijthly, Thar you may nor ſpeak ill of any, do nor de* 
light 
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light to hear 1ll of them. Give no countenance to Byſy- 
bodies, and thoſe that love to ralk.of other mens Faults : 
le * Orif you-cannor decently reprove them becaule of their | 
1- Quality, then divert the diſcour'e ſome other way ; or 
4 if you cannot do that, by ſeeming nor ro mind it, you 
i, may ſufficiently ſignific that you do nor like it, 


 - $ixthly, Ler every man mind himlelf, and his own Duty 
's* and Concernment. Do bur endeavour in good carnelt ro 
} mend thy 1elf, and it will be work enough for one Man, 


and leave thee bur little time to talk of others. When 
t, Plato withdrew from the Courr of Dionyſars, who would 
S © fain have had a famous Philoſopher for his Flatterer, they 
l parced in ſome ynkindnels, and Diomſius bad him vor ro 
- ſpeak ill of him when hc was return'd into Greece ; Plato 
rold him, he had no leiſure for it ; meaning that he had+ 
l berrer things to mind, than to take up his rhoughts and 
- | ralk withthe faulrsof io bail a man, lo nororioully known 
to all rhe World. 

Laſtly, Ler us fer a watch before ihe door of our lips, 

» | and*not ſpeak bur upon contideration : 1 do not mean ro 

| ſpeak finely, bur fitly. Eſpecially when thou ſpeakeſt of 

| others, conſider of whom, and what thou art going to 
ſpeak : Ulſe great Caution and Circumſpection in this 
matrer : Look well abour thee ;' on every fide of the 
rhing, and on every Perlon 1n the Company, betore thy 
words {lip from thee ; which when they are once our of 
thy lips, are for ever- our of thy power: 

Not that men ſhould be {ullenin company, and fay no- 
thing ; or {0 {tiff in converſation, 2s ro drop nothing but 
Aphoriſms and Oracles : Eſpecially, among Equals and 
Friends, we ſhould nor be lo relerved as if we would have 
it taken tor a mighty favour that we youchſate ro ſay any 
thing. If a Man had the underitanding of an Angel, he 
mult be contented ro abare lomerhing of this excels of 
IViſdom, tor fear of being thought C:mning. The true Arr 
of Converſation, if any body can hit upon ir, ſee:ns ro be 
this ; -an appearing freedom and opennels, with a refo- 
lute refzrvednels as little appearing as is poiible. 

All thac I mean by this Caution is, that we ſhould con- 
ſider well what we ſay, eſpecially of others. And rothis 
end we thould endeavour to ger our minds furnitid with 
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matter of Diſcourſe concerning things uſeful in them- 
ſelves, and nor hurtful ro others : And, if we have but a 
Mind wiſe enough, and good enough, we may eafily find 
a Field large enough for innocent Converſation ; ſuch as 
will harm no body, and yer be acceptable enough to the 


berrer and wiſer parrof Mankind : And why ſhould any 


one be at the colt of playing the ſoul to graritie any body 
whatloever ? | 

T have done with the Five things I propounded to ſpeak 
ro upon this Argumenr. Bur becauſe hardly any thing can 


be to clear, bur ſomething may be ſaid againit ir ; nor. 


any thing Þ bad, bur ſomething may be pleaded in ex- 
cle for 1t : I ſhall therefore take notice of rwo or three 
Plexs that may be made for it. 

Fiſt Some prerend mighty injury and provocation. 
If ;n rhe ſame kind, it feewis thou arr ſenſible of it ; and 
th-refore thoa of all men oughrelt ro abſtain from it : Bur 
11 what kind locver it be, rhe Chriltian Religion forbids 
R-:venge. Therefore do not plead one Sin in excule of 
another, and maxe Revenzc an Apology for Revilimp. 

Secondly, Ir is all:aged by others, 'with a little berrer 
grace, thar if this Doctrine were practiſed, Converlation 
would be tpoil'd, and there would nor be matter enough 
for plesfant diſcourſe and entct tainment. | 

I antwer, The deiign of this Diſcourſe 15 to redreſs a 
great evil in Converſation, and that I hope which mends 1t 
will not ſpoil it. And however, if mens Tongues lay a little 
more ſtill, and moſt of us ſpake a good deal lets than we do, 
b.th of our ſelves and others, I ſce no great hari in it; I hope 
we mizht for all that live comfortably and in good heaith,and 
ſee many gc od days. David, | am ſure, preſcribes it as an Ex- 
cei.c:t Receipt, in his Opinian, fur a quiet, and cheerful, and 
Jong Life, to :cfrain from «evil-ſpeaking ; Plul. 34.1 2,13. What 
man u he thai defireth life, and love: b many days that he may ſee 
29.1? Keep thytangue from evil, and thy lips from jped'ring ſalſhnd, 

But granting that there is fornc pleaſure 1n /nvectzve, | hope 
there is a great deal more 1n Innrence! And the more any 
ma: contiders this, the truer he will hnd it; aud whenever we 
g © {cricus, we our ſelves cannot but zeknowledge-it. When 4 
man cxdinmnes himt. lf uaparitaily before the Sacrament, of 15 
put in rind upon a Death-oed to make reparation for Inju- 
pics done 13} tins 10d , he Wl then certaiply be of th;js mind, 
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and wiſh he had not done them. For this certainly is one 
neceſſary qualification for the Bleſſed Sacrament, that we be in 
love and charity with our neighbours ; with which temper of 
mind this quality is utterly inconfiſtent. | 

Thitdly, There is yet a more ſpecious Plea than cither of 
the former, that men will be encouraged to do ill if they can 
eſcape the tongues of men; as they would do, if this Dottrine 
did effeRually take place : Becauſe by chis means one great re- 
ſtraint from doing evil would be taken away, which theſe 
200d men who are ſo bent upon reforming the World, think 
would be great pity. For many who will venture upon the 
diſpleaſure of God, will yet abſtain from doing bad things for 
fear of reproach from men : Beſides, that this ſeems the moſt 
proper puniſhment of many Faults which the Laivs of Men 
can take no notice of. 

Admitting all this to be true, yet it does not ſeem fo good 
and laudable a way to puniſh one faylt by annther. But let no 
man encourage himſelt in an evil way with this hope, that he 
ſhall eſcape the cenſure of men : WhenT have ſaid all I can, 
there will, I fear, be evil-ſpeaking .cnough in the World to 
chaſtiſe them that do ill : And tho* we ſhould hold our peace, 
tacre will be bad tongues enow to reproach men with their 
evil-doings. I wiſh we could but be perſuaded to make the 
Experiment for a little while, whether men would not be ſuffi- 
ciently laſh'd for their Faults,tho' we ſate by and faid nothing. 

$o that there is no need at all that good men ſhoulg be con- 
cern'd in this odious Work. There will always be Offenders 
and Malefaftors enow to be the Executioners to inflidt this pu- 
niſhment upon one another. Therefore let no man preſume 
upon Impunity on the one hand'z and on the other, let ns 
man deſpair but that this buſineſs will be ſufficiently done 
one way or other. ] am yery much miſtaken, if we may not 
ſifely truſt an ill-natur'd Worid that there will be no failure 
of Juſtice in this kind. 

And here, if I durſt, I would fajn have ſaid a word or two 
concerning that more publick ſort of Obloquy by Lampons and 
Libels, fo much in faſhion in this witty Age. But I have no 
mind to proyoke a very terrible fort of men. Yet thus mucl; 


,] hope may be ſaid without oftence,that how much foever men 


arc pleas'd to ſee others abuſed in this kind, yet it js always 
grievous ivhen 1t cames to their own turn ; However I cannot 
but hope that every man that impartially conſiders muſt own 
jt to be a fault of a very high natyre to revile thoſe whom 
God hath placed in Authority over us, and 12 ſ{ander the jo 
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fteps of the Lord's Aminted ; Eſpeciaily fince it is ſo expreſly 
written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Rulers of thy People, 

Having repreſented the great evil ot 41s Vice, it. might 
not now be 1tmproper to fay ſomething to thoſe who ſutfer 
by it. Are we guilty of the evil ſaid of us? Let us reform, 
and cut off all occaſions for the future ; and fo turn the ma- 
lice of our Enemics to our own advantage, and defeat titir 
i! intentions by making ſo good an uſe of 1t : And then it 
will be well for us to have becn evil ſpoken of, 

Are we innocent ? We may ſo much the better bear it 
patiently ; imitating herein the Pattern of our Bleſſed $4- 
vinur, Who when he was reviled, reviled not again, but commit- 
ted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 

We may conſider likewiſe, that tho' it be a mis-fortune to 
be evil ſpoken of, 1t 1s their fault that do 1t,and not ours ;z and 
therefore ſhould not put us into Pat{fion, becauſe 'another 
man's being injurious to me 15 no good reaſon why I ſhould 
be unca(ie to my ſelf. We ſhould not revenge the :njurics 
done to us, no. not upon them that do them, much leſs upon 
our ſelves, Let no man's Provocation make thee to loſe thy 
Patience. Be not ſuch a fool, as to part with any one Vir- 
tue becauſe ſome men are ſo malicious as to endeavour to 
rob thee of the Reputation of all the reft. When men ſpeak 
1 of thee, do as Plat? ſaid he would do in that caſe 3 Lzve 
t, as that n2 bydy may believe them. . 

All that now remains is to refle& updn what hath been 
faid, and to urge you and my ſelf to do accordingly. For all 
5 nothing, if we do not praftiſe what we fo plainly ſee to be 
our Duty. Many arc fo taken wp with the deep Points and 
Aſyſteries of Re',pion, that they never think of the common 
Daties and Offices of hutaan Life, But Faith and a gord Life 
arc ſo far from claſhing with one another, that the Chriſtian 
Relizion hath made them inſeparable. True Fatth is neccila» 
ry in order to a good Life. anda good Life 1s the genuine pro- 
duct of 4 17;ht Belzeſs and therefore the one never ought to 
be preſs d to the prejudice of the other. 

| foreſee what will be fazd, becaufe I have heard it ſo often 
fad m1 the like caſe ; that there is nt one word of Feſurs Chriſt in 
ail hit. No more 15 tlicre in the Text. And yet | hopethat 7eſ:rs 
Chit 1s traly preach'd, whenever his Will and Lays, and the 
Duties cnjoin'd by tie Chriſtian Religzon are inculcated upon us. 

But ſome men are pleaſed to ſay, that this uw mere Moralz- 
ty : Tanſwer, that this 1s Scripture- Morality and Chriftian- 
Ibrality, and who hath any thing to ſay againſt /hgt ? Nay, 

I will 
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[ will go yet further, that no man ought to pretend to be- 
lieve the Chriſtian Religion, who lives in the negle&t of (© 
plain a Duty; and in the praQtice of a $Sinlo clcarly con-. * 
demn'd by it, ih this of evil-ſpeabing is. 

But becauſe the Wird of God is quick and powerful,and ſharper 
than a two-edged Sword, yea ſharper than Calurmny it ſelf ; 
and pierccth the very Hearts and Conlciences of men, laying 
us open to our ſelves, and convincing us of our more ſecret, 
45 well as our more viſible Faults; I ſhall therefore at one 
view reprefent to you what is diſperſedly faid concerning 
this Sin in the Holy Word of God. | 

And I bave purpoſely reſerved this to the laſt, becauſe it 
13 more perſualive and 'penetrating than any Humane Diſ- 
courſe. And to this end be pleas'd to conſider in what com- 
pany the Holy Ghoſt doth uſually mention this $in. There is 
tcarce any black Catalogue of Sins 1n the Bible but we find this 
among them z in the company of the very worſt A&jons and 
' moſt irregular Paſſions of men. Ont of the heart, ſays our $2- 
viour, Mat. 15. 19: proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, falfe witneſs,eul ſpeakings. And the Apo/He,Rom. 

1. 29, ranks bach-biters with fornicators, and murderers, and 
haters of God ; and with thoſe of whom 1t 1s cxprelly ſaid, 
1 Coy. 6. 10. that they ſhall not inherit th®*Kingdom of God. 

And when he enumerates the S1ns of the {a8 times,' 2 Tim. 
23-2, 3. Men, ſiys he, ſhall be lovers of themſelves, covetous, 
braſters, evil-ſpeakters, without natural affefion, perfidious, falſe 
accuſers, &c, And which is the ſtrangett of all, they who are 
ſaid to be guilty of theſe great Vices and Enormities are ne- 
ted by tha Apoſtle to be great pretenders to Rei1gion ; for ls 
it follows tn the next words, Having a form of godline/$,. but 
denying the power thereof. So that it 1s no new thing for men to 
make a more than ordinary profefſion of Chri/tianity, and yet 
at the ſame time to live in a moſt palpable contradiion to 
the Precepts of that Holy Religion : As if any pretence to My- 
ſtery, and 1 know not what cxtraordinary attarnments in the 
knowledge of Chriif, could exempt men from obedience to 
his Laws, and ſet them above the Vertues of a good"Lite. 

And now after all this, do we hardly think zhat to be a Sin, 
which is in Scrzptzare fo frequently rank'd with 3/erther and 
Adultery and the blackeſt Crimes ; ſuch as ave 1nconfiftent with 
the life and power of Religion, and will certainly thut men 
out of the Kingdom of God ? Do.we believe the Bible to be 
the Ward of God? and can we ailow our felves 19 the common 
prattice of a Sin, than which there 1s hardly any fault of mens 
Lives more frequently mention'd, more ſeverely reprov'd, 
and morc odiouliy branidcd in that Holy B79, Col- 
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Conſider ſeriouſly theſe Texts, Pfal. 15. 1. Who ſhall abide 
in thy Tabernacle, who ſhall dwell in thy holy Hill? He that back - 
biteth nat with hs tonzue, mr tabeth up a reproach against hs 
neighbaur. Have ye never heard what our Saviur ſays, that of- 
every idle word we muſt give an account in the day of Judgment ; 
that by thy wards thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy word's thou 
ſhalt be condenm'd ? What can be more ſevere than that of Sr. 
Fames? If any man among you ſeemeth to be religinus, and 
bridleth nt his tongue, that man's Religion is vain. 

To conclude : The Sin which 1 have now warned men 
againſt, is plainly condemn'd by the Word of God ; and the 
Duty which I have now been perſuading you: to, is eafie for 
every man to underſtand, not hard for any man, that can buf 
reſolve to keep a good guard upon himſelf for ſome time, by 
the grace of God to pratticez and moſt reaſonable for ait 
Men, but eſpecially for all Chriftians, to obſerve. It is as cafic 
a» 4 reſolute ſelence upon juſt occaſion, as reaſonable as prudence 
and juſtice and charity, and the preſervation of peace and good- 
will among men, can make it; and of as necetfary and indiſ- 
— ar obligation, as the Authority of God can render 
any thing. "iS ' 

Upon all which Conſiderations, let us every one of us be 
perſuaded to take up David's deliberate Reſolution, P/al. 3. 
I. T ſaid, Iwill tghe heed to my ways, that T offend nit with my 
tongue, And I do verily-believe, that would we but heartily 
endeavour to amend this one Fault, we ſhould foon be better 
Men in our whole lives : I mean, that the correcting of this 
Vice, together with thoſe that are nearly allied to it, and may 
at the ſame time, and almoſt with the fame reſglution and 
care be corredted, - would make us Owners of a great many 
conſiderable Vertues, and carry us on a good way towards 
perfection ; it being hardly to be imagin'd that a man that 
makes conſcience oe his Words ſhould not take an equal or a 
greater care of his Ans. © And this I take to. be both the 
true meaning, and the true reaſon of that ſaying of St. Fames, 
and with which I ſhall conclude : If any man offend mt in 
Word, the ſame is a perfet man. 


Now the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Fejus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfett in every good word 
and work , to de his will ; workang in you always that which is 
well-pleafing in bis ſight, through Jeſus Chriit z. To whom b2 
glory for ever, Amen. Fe IM 4 
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